Update From the Mayor

Well the May rains came and we're glad they did. From what I've heard everyone got two or three inches,
maybe more. It was a welcome relief!

However, speaking of water, we could be in for a long dry spell, and I'm not talking about the weather. The
failure of drop 5 on the St. Mary's Diversion in Montana means we are cut off from the source of much of our
water and with summer coming that is not great. We'll be passing on more information as we receive it. We
have been and will continue to be in consultation with all the affected parties and governing agencies
searching for a solution.
The situation with HALO remains much the same, but due to successful fundraisers they have managed to
delay shutting down for the Summer Months. Milk River Mayor Peggy Losey , County of Warner Reeve Randy
Taylor, and I along with our CAOs met with Associate Minister Grant Hunter our MLA, and expressed our
concern over the lack of support. I wrote a letter to the Premier and Minister Shandro on behalf of the Village
also expressing our concern. I received a reply from Minister Shandro that his department is waiting for
recommendations from the HEMS survey which has been delayed because of the Covid-19 response. So, no
money from the Province on the horizon. That makes it all the more important that we all give what we can in
support. The Border Communities Fundraiser on Facebook is an excellent way to contribute and if you want to
make a cash donation you can contribute through ATB Cares online and they will add 15% to your donation.
The CMOH Dr. Hinshaw and the Premier announced they will be starting screening of northbound traffic soon
for Covid-19 symptoms and that will mean a few traffic adjustments. See the notice elsewhere in the
newsletter.
As restrictions start to ease I do want to thank everyone again for your patience and cooperation, and by
practicing the rules we have so far kept the Village of Coutts and Warner County Covid-19 free! Everyone pat
themselves on the back and let's continue to observe physical distancing, masking when necessary, and wash
your hands! It's warm and sunny. Get out, enjoy the fresh air and sunshine and count your blessings!
Until Next Time... Jim

Councillor Megan Payne
May 6 we did a virtual meeting with FCSS:
We reviewed the audited financial statements with the auditor and the 360 Review Report. With all the new
technology and ways of doing things we all went over methods of virtual information protection. Things to be
aware of and extra precautions. We got the contract with the Family Resource Network and got approved for
increased funding!! It will be a service based organization rather than a funding body. Funding through Parent
Link Center is finished. The Family Resource Network kept most staff, with a few transfers and even added
some new positions. The Youth Do Crew Program has been extended until March 2021 and a new facilitator
will be hired shortly. There have been some temporary lay offs with some Program Support Workers due to
COVID19. The 50th Anniversary celebration for FCSS has been postponed to a later date, we do still hope to
celebrate! Extensive measures have been put into place to manage work loads, working from home and safety
for FCSS staff. Everyone has done a fantastic job!
May 21 we did a teleconference meeting with Ridge Country Housing:
We reviewed the north & south manager reports and the COVID19 efforts. Some visitation is being allowed
through facetime, or through windows and on the patios, keeping distancing in affect. Otherwise both facili
ties are still on lockdown for anyone in or out. We have experienced a rise in maintenance expenses with no
additional funding. Currently working around new ways of sourcing those funds on a need to fix basis. ASCHA
has cancelled the June 2 conference. Instead it will be available online for anyone to log in and attend through
a link. Ridge Country Housing is also working towards a website that will facilitate all that our locations have
to offer and how to contact us! We got a preview, it is looking awesome!

Border Communities
Fundrai r
Concerned members of our Communities:
As you have most likely heard through the news and social media, HALO Air Ambulance is having a
financial trouble without the ability to fundraise considering these times of COVID-19.
We, Denise Reuber-Graham, Kim Jones Owen and Lori Rolfe have started a fund raising campaign on
Facebook. We are collecting donations to be auctioned off. Border Communities Fund raiser- HALO Air
Ambulance, is where you will find the site.
Please join our group, then donate, bid or share. It all helps.
If you are a company, small at home business, or just a generous citizen, we would appreciate your
donation. You are eligible for a tax receipt for the all items that are not gift certificates, due to CRA
rules. Keep in mind, you will have to prove the amount if questioned by CRA as well.
If you are making a donation, you are welcome to post the item yourself, or if you would rather, one of
us would be glad to do it for you. Please just contact one of us through the site.
We will be accepting donations until June 10th at 10am and the auction will be ended on June 13 th at 10
am.
For more details, please refer to our Facebook site.
Thank you for your generosity, together we can all make a difference.

Denise, Kim and Lori
Administrators of the Border Communities Fundraiser-HALO Air Ambulance.

